CONGRESS AND PRESIDENCY

HEARING AND MARKUP BASICS
1. HEARING BASICS
· Each side will control the invitations for one hearing.  The Committee Chair will be in charge of both hearings regardless.  As a matter of decorum, the committee chair may yield the opening statement/questions to the ranking member for their witnesses.

· Each side will invite 1-2 persons from each side of the issue to testify.  Each witness gets a 5 minute opening statement, followed by questions from the committee.  

· Members will give a 2 minute opening statement at the start of one of the hearings.  (Each side will assign members for each committee so everyone goes once). 
II. HEARING AGENDA
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Matters of parliamentary procedure
a. Quorum Call would be considered here
b. Motions to Close would be considered here

3. Statements

a. Opening Statement by Chair (5 minutes max)

b. Ranking Member Statement (5 minutes max)

c. Committee Members statements, in order called upon by chair (2 minutes max.) 

4. Witnesses 
a. Introduced/Sworn in by Chair
b. “Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before this committee in the matters now under consideration will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” 
c. Witness testimony

d. Q&A Period (5 minute rule in effect)
III. MARKUP AGENDA
a. The committee chair may recognize members for brief opening statements (2 minutes each).  All members should be prepared if called upon. 
b. Members will be given the opportunity to amend the bill (to insert, remove language). 

c. All amendments must be submitted in writing (by e-mail attachment) to the committee the weekend prior to markup (see earlier handout). 
d. Due to time constraints, the Chair and ranking member will select which amendments are considered.  At least one amendment from both parties will be considered. 

e. The Chair will give the sponsor of an amendment the opportunity (5 minutes) to explain the amendment and speak in favor of it.  All members will be given the opportunity to debate the amendment before the committee takes a vote.  Each members’ time will be limited to 3 minutes. 

f. After amendments have been dealt with, the Committee will have the opportunity to vote on the legislation as amended (or not, depending).  Members will have an opportunity to make a final statement (2 minutes) prior to voting. 

